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# 'To me, Spring is a movement, a mighty surging upward* Ir isn't 
coaxed from above, but moved from beiow. Richardson Wright 


IMF and World Bank Protests 

On 16* April finance ministers and 
centra! banters from 25 countries, as 
well as ministers from the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank A 

and WTO and othcr members of tbe / j \ \ 

world eccoomicelite wfentto. . J / 

Washington DC, USA, The IMF and \ I \ 1 

World Bank sponsored Structural 
Adjustment Programmes destroy local 
economies, ravage die envinoranent, 
wipe cm jobs, cause famine, and enrich 
a corrupt corporate elite; These Q 
institutions impose 'free market’ ta fi 
policies on every corartry on the pki^aK 
putting profit and economic growth /%§[£'■ 
above ail else, 

The Washington DC protests against r/ 
the International Monetary Fund/Warl<h I 
Bank spring meetings were billed as 
Seattle II. In the week before the ^ 

Washington police used intimidation 
tactics - heavy police presence, circling 
helicopters, arresting 600 people at an 
anti-Gap demonstration, motorbike 
charging a critical mass-bike ride, 
closing down the direct action 
convergence centre for ‘fire violations’ 
and confiscating bikes, puppets etc. 

Authorities were embarrassed when the 
‘incendiary devices’ they confiscated 
were identified as milk jugs and other 

items from the recycling bin! World Bank’s Development 

On 1 6 th April, 20-30,000 protestors Committee met inside a 1 00 block 

took part in the rally, protest and exclusion zone, a column of protesters 

blockade in the 60-80 blocks managed to penetrate tbe perimeter, 

surrounding the IMF and World Bank Hundreds were arrested after 
Buildings. Police barricaded two voluntarily crossing the police litre, 

blocks from the target, closing down About 100 people held a vigil outside 

the city, and many delegates couldn’t tbe prison, in solidarity with those 

get through, The next day was mote inside, and wilt stay until tire last 

serious. Groups held street parties and people in custody are released, 
blockades at key intemectioos. As the www.al6.org 



World Bank’s Development 
Committee met inside a 100 block 
exclusion zone, a column of protesters 
managed to penetrate tire perimeter. 
Hundreds were arrested after 
voluntarily crossing the police litre. 
About 100 people held a vigil outside 
tbe prison, in solidarity with those 
inside, and wilt stay until tire last 
people in custody are released. 
www.al6.org 


The Monthly Round up of 
y Ecological, and. Other, Direct 

Action from Around Britain 

' 

EarthFirst! is. not a cohesive group 

J or campaign, but a convenient 

banner for people who share similar 
principles to work under. The 
general principles behind the name 
are non -hierarchical organisation 
and the use Of direct action to 
confront, stop and eventually 
reverse the forces that are 
responsible for the destruction of 
the Earth and its in habitants , 

Mayday 2000 

Mayday 2000 is a global day of action 
and carnival against capitalism. 
Mayday is red for intematinwal 
workers day, green for Beltane - the 
ancient fire and fertility festival that 
signals transformation and rebirth, and 
black for tire anarchists executed for 
their part in strikes on Mayday 1886. 
Mayday is a time when red, green and 
bisk converge - a catalyst for hope 
and possibility. . . Mayday is our day - 
, a . day to celebrate the reality of our 
*%,*.! desires... 

v; 

Initiative Against Economic 
Globalization - Prague 2000 

. Some 20,000 representatives of global 
capital (world bankers, economists and 
financiers) are, expected to come to 
Prague in September to attend the 55 th 
annual summit of the International 
Monetary Fund and tire World Rank 
Group. This prestigious meeting is tbe 
first of its kind in the Central and 
Eastern Europe and will be of a great 
importance. Various activities are 
planned including non-violent 
demonstrations, info campaigns, and a 
Festival of Art and. Resistance. 
http://irrEf2.000.wehjim-sp.com or 
Prague2 000_cz@hotmail. com. 

If you want to know more about tire 
world wide resistance to tire corporate 
takeover of the world contort Peoples 
Global Action (see contacts page). 


The EF! AU is written by activists as a networking tool for activists. A different collective takes on its editorship for a 
year at a time, in line with EF!'s non-hierarchical principles. If you have done an action, set up a new group, or want to 
tell people about a campaign, then send us an article (maximum 150 words). It doesn't matter if it seems small to you; 
stories of 3 people sitting in the road are sometimes the most inspiring especially to people who aren't part of a large 
group, The feature pages are also available for longer articles which will provide useful information for activists. 








News in Brief 


On April 9 th the Earth Liberation 
Front blocked the toilet of the 
Waitrose Supermarket in Stroud, 
Gloucestershire, The action was 
carried out because the John Lewis 
Partnership, who own Waitrose, kill 
British wildlife cm their shooting 
estate in Hampshire. The JLP give 
wildlife shit, so the ELF have 
literally given the shit back to the 
JL?f . 

British activists subvertised 
Monsanto’S headquarters in St Louis 
USA. The Monsanto Motto was 
changed from "Food, Health and 
Hope" to "Fraud, Stealth and Hype." 

Shamrock Farm at Small Dole is 
closing down after SO years of 
torturing monkeys. "Hats off to 
Save the Shamrock Monkeys!" 

Simon Jones was killed at 
Shoreham Docks hi 1998 when 
forced to do dangerous casual work 
. he 'wasn’t trained for. His family bas 
won a High Court battle forcing the 
Director of Public Prosecutions to 
reconsider hfe dodgy decision not to 
bring corporate manslaughter 
charges against Simon's employers. 
This was a first and will hopefully 
set a precedent, helping the 
campaign against casuajisatton of 
labour sparked by Simon’s death. 
www.simmijones.org 

Members of Voices in the 
, Wilderness have gone on a 
1 sanctions-breaking mission to Iraq. 
They wilfbe carrying medical 
equipment, medical journals and 
toys for delivery to children's 
hospitals. They have not applied for 
export licences for the items they are 
talcing to, Iraq and could be 
prosecuted for their actions. Voices 
in the Wilderness UK 01 865 243 
232 .... 

An anti-biotech activist group, the 
Petaluma Pnmers, destroyed grape 
plants grown by the biotechnology 
corporation Vinifera in C alifornia 

On April Fool’s Day a laugh-in took 
place at the naval base near Faslane 
Peace Camp, Helensburgh, Scotland. 
Around 1 00 people in fancy dress 
laughed at workers on their way into 
the base, as well as doing April Fool 
actions, like ‘cutting’ the fence with 
plastic tools. The police even joined in, 
telling campers that the base was 
moving to America, and asking if the 
peace camp would follow! . 


U’wa Protest in London 

On 18 April an indigenous leader 
from Colombia 1 joined a protest 
in tite City of London as part of the 
UVa’s campaign to save their . 
ancestral lands from oil 
exploitation, The protest involved a 
wide range of groups and took 
place outside the offices of Fidelity 
Investments. The Fidelity C^rpup is 
one of the largest shareholders in 
the US-based Occidental Petroleum. 
Company, which is set to drill for 
oil right next to U'wa territory 
A Colombian court last month 
ordered Occidental to halt all 
construction work oh its Gibraltar 1 
wellsite on the grounds that the 
drilling would violate the 
"fimdament^ rights" of flie ITwa 
people including their right to life 
The company, after admitting they 
never consulted with the U’wa, said 
it will appeal the decision. As the 
President of the U'wa said, "The 
injunction speaks. of the suspension 
of the project, not the cancellation. 
We have taken an important step 
and are happy because we have 
advanced in our struggle even 
though this has come at great 
sacrifice, We must defend the life 
of the U’wa ...” http://www, ran. org 

The Modem is Mightier than 
the Sword 

An electronic pretest against the 
Daily Mail and London Evening 
Standard was a great success, with the 
Daily Mail letters editor saying they 
had received over 1,000 e-mails 
coraplainrag-about their coverage of 
asylum seekers', which has been stirring 
up racism and fuelling hostility 
towards refugees. The Guardian 
reported that "Managpnenc at the 
paper have been rattled.by the hostile 
. response from readere Over its asylum 
rantings . ” The first batch of e-mails 
got a standard response but as the 
protest gtow both papers be^n to send 
snotty replies! They also had to 
contend with a protest of around 1 00 
people outside their offices on the 13th 
April with constant chanting ("Daily 
Mail - Hate Mail, Evening Standard - 
racist standards"). Future protests are 
planned Contact the National 
Coalition of Anti-Deportation 
Campaigns on 0121 554 6947 
Www.ncadc. demon, co. uk/ 


Mad Pride 

Mad Pride is an idea which came out 
of the 1997 Gay Pride Festival in 
London. A few survivors of the mental 
health system said "We could do with a 
festival like this”. And so a collection 
of individuals got together and | lowly 
started organising themselves to put on 
events, and eventually develop Mad ' 
Pride, which it is hoped will really take 
off jn the year 2000. 

The objectives are to promote positive 
images of mental health, to counteract 
discrimination and prejudice towards 
people who have experienced mental 
, distress, to educate tiie public in mental 
health issues, to campaign for better 
mental health provision, to campaign 
for less oppressive and more enabling 
legislation and practice guidelines, and 
to promote economic^ social, 
environmental and cultural integration 
of users/survivors into mainstream 
society and their active participation 
and integration into community life. 

In terms of the politics of the Mental 
Health user movement, there has been 
a rapid disillusionment with New 
Labour’s Mental Health policies. New 
Labour’s early statement of intent,. ‘No 
argument with Compulsory 
Treatment’, has really pissed 
everybody off. How can you put 
‘Conqmlsory’ and ‘Treatment’ 
together? Shouldn’t ‘Treatment’ 
involve a degree of choice? What they 
really mean is ‘Forcibly Medicate’, 
even when people are well. Using this 
fanCy style of language,: no. doubt we 
will see New Labour renaming, prisons 
as ‘Compulsory Hostels’! 

To fight against these coercive 
measures, people need to fight back by 
having fim, madness, benefit gigs etc. 
Hence, Mad Pride has been laimchai 
A voice in the darkness, or just some 
‘mad sense’? Tel: 095 8 907357 
mark@ctono.freeserve.co.uk 
http ://www, ctono.freeserve.co.uk 

Nuke Convoy Stopped 

Eight protestors were arrested after 
halting a convoy carrying Trident 
nuclear warheads going to the nuclear 
submarine base at Faslane on the 
Clyde. Two people locked on, while 
another painted "illegal” on the ride of 
the tony in 2-foot high letters, and 
decorated the windscreen. The 8 were 
later released without charge. The 
convoy was delayed for up to 3 hours 
at considerable cost to the Ministry of 
Defence. 


RESISTANCE IS FERTILE 

Now that Spring is in the air, the first shoots ofa truly global campaign 
Genetic Engineering are bursting forth as campaigners around die world unite to 
prevent the Biotechnology companies from enslaving the earth’s resources for 
their own ends. ’Resistance is Fertile', a Global Week of Action, sowed seeds for 
a future which doesn’t involve the patenting and genetic en gintwring of the 
species of the world. Instead campaigners celebrated the diversity of food and 
life on this planet. 

Many different types of event took place, a selection of which are below. More 
can be found at www.resistancdsfertile.org 


Crops a Flop Party 

The sun shone at Gaddesden Row, 
Hand Hempstead on Sunday, but too 
late to revive the genetically modified 
crops which have faded away. More 
than 100 people from as far away as 
Devon came to cdebrate the failure of 
farmer Fiddaman’s winter oilseed rape 
to flower. Speeches, jugglers and 
nuaie kept party goers entertained 
before everyone embarked on a mass 
march around the fields. A decision 
had been made by the local group to 
not decontaminate the site but to ask 
the Government to terminate this 
farcical trial. It was a great day for 
activists from far and wide to get 
together and see the site. Another rally 
will be held in June at the site so watch 
this space.. .Contact 0468 337054 
MartinHumphrey@cotnpuserve.com 

Community Garden planted 
opposite Welsh Assembly 

After die Assembly's decision to 
allow GM crops to be planted in 
Wales, an organic garden was planted 
opposite the Assembly in support ofa 
GM free Welsh environment. 
Campaigners planted rare seed 
varieties, organic vegetables, wild 
flowers, trees and herbs and then 
enjoyed an organic picnic next to the 
garden. 


PatentAction 

5 campaigners visited the UK Patent 
Office, Newport, Wales. They mate 
their presence felt inside the btHldtog, 
with giant papier-mache patented 
vegetables and animals and a large 
banner. This resulted in a two hour 
meeting with the Policy Advisor to the 
Chief Executive and Public Relations 
advisors. 



Greenpeace Cleared 

28 Greenpeace activists have been 
found not guilty of theft afta a trial 
where they afonitted destroying a GM 
crop in Norfolk, last July. It was cut 
down and sealed in bags to prevent 
lymtaminatirm of the environment. The 
Jury foiled to reach a verdict on 
whether the activists had caused 
criminal damage to the plants or not, so 
their may be a retrial. 


Worthing Against TerrorBiD 

A successful protest wffl held on 11 th 
March, while the same day saw the 
Opening of the ‘Terrorist Tearooms’, a 
squat infoehop/cafe in the High Street. 
This offered free tea coffee and 
infbnnation to the public for nine days 
non-stop, and had displays, a reading 
room, videos etc. As a finale, a couple 


unknown), along with 2 adults who 
tried to intervene tat his behalf. The 
climber was also arrested after his 
amazing 5-hour stint. 

If you haven’t heard by now, the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act will 
attempt to stamp otn protests by 
labelling political activists as terrorists. 
The Terrorist Tearooms have now been 


April Pool Parade 

Shoppers in Manchester were taken 
by surprise on Saturday 1st April when 
several hundred wannabe terrorists, 
disguised in police uniforms and riot 
gear, attempted to intimidate and 
coerce a group of fluffy protestors into, 
well, not protesting. The April Fool 
Parade was organised to make the point 
that the Terrorism Bill is so extreme 
and ridiculous that it is a joke - only 
not a particularly amusing one. About 
4Q0 people gathered armed with some 
deci dedly suspicious leaflets, a hugely 
subversive 'Stop the Terrorism Bill, 
Terror Bill « Terror State’ banner, pig 
masks, cameras, musical m*mm*nt* 
and pantomime police helmets. Just to 
help make the poist, a large slumber of 
humourless jokers - Sony, Iiw 
enforcement officers also turned up, 
along with intelligence gatherers (sic) 
and the usual hardware, including 
helicopter. The plan was to parade 
around the city for an hour or so, 
stopping off at the Freemason's and 
then the Town Hall for a chat over tea 
andbuncakes about gov ernme nt 
legislation and the doings of the hidden 
state. Nothing too antagonistic, just a 
few pranks and a bit of mockery. 
However, police jokers penned in the 
crowd, cantoned off foe shopping area, 
set up road blocks, and traffic ground 
to a halt on Cross Street and the 
surrounding area... for hours! A pedal 
powered sound system turned up and 
the t-party began to warm up. Each 
time a route to leave foe street looked 
clear a bunch of jokers formed a 
blockading line, and others began to 
pen in the crowd fifth all sides. Tactics 
of coercion and intimidation started to 
be deployed. Three people were 
nicked, with no pretence even of 
observing arresting procedure. Sensing 
that foe angry young men were running 
short of patience, the parade of fool's 
finally and light heartedly moved 
akmg, then spotted a gap in the official 
lines and everybody dispersed 
simultaneously to the peace gardens. 

Hie crowd that headed for an old 
haunt, Oxford Road, but the police 
were now ahead of foe game, and soon 
the Parade was penned in once more. 

So they partied for another hour or so, 


of spectacular stunts woe staged, 
involving some daredevil climbing. 
Hie police response to one protester in 
the rafters plus a few supporters 
handing out leaflets was to send in the 
‘riot’ cavalry once again. Brave cops, 
brmxhshing their batons, chased and 
arrested a 12-year-old boy (for reasons 


boarded up by landlords West Sussex 
County Council. We wait to see if the 
authorities put this publicly owned 
btnlcfing to as good use as the activists 
they want to see in jail. Worthing 
Against the Terror Bill, PO Box 4144, 
Worthing, West Sussex, BN14 7NZ. 
www.worthing.eco- acdcm.org/porifoolta: 


and finally left, safe and unharmed, 
dignity intact, no major battle kicking 
off with 5- 6,000 leaflets on the 
Terrorism Bill passed out to an 
unaware public and a day to 
remember. 

More info about foe Terrorism Bill 
01273 298 192 www.blagged.freeserv .. 
co.uk/teritgfaill/ indgiclflml 


The Scary Bit 

When they start talking about “quality" 
then it’s tipne to get. worried. For instance, 
try Dr Bob : Edwards, pioneer of IVF treat- 
ment (‘test-tube babies'’) in Britain: 

Soon it will be a sin, for parents to have 
a child which carries the heavy burden of 
genetic disease . . We are entering a world 
where we have to consider the quality of our 
children. 

OK, so most geneticists aren’t as blatant 
as 1 Edwards: They have worked out that hu- 
man genetics has a bad ‘history’. The clever 
ones know that anything with “genetics” in its 
name is suspicious, thanks to the abuse of sci- 
ence, the public and the environment by the 
GM food companies. 

So they claim that the new genetics is . 

. "good science" and has nothing in common,. 

* with the, “bad genetics" of Nazi Germany. 

They hide behind “pure" science and re- 
search: They reassure" us that “designer ba- 
bies” and screening for the "gay gene” are 
out of the -question. But that’s not enough to 
convince a sceptical public. 

The Comfortable Bit 

So they have another, magic weapon. 

.It's a weapon that most environmentalists 
haven't had to deal with, Disabled rights cam- 
paigners know the game — they’ve had it 
thrown at them for decades. The weapon 
is the N.hl-S., or more generally health care. 

It's, magic, because it transforms a dirty sci- 
ence (“genetics" = “Frankenstein foods") into 
something good, kind and caring, (“helping sick 
people"). It even makes it worth throwing 
millions of pounds of public money at ("help 
us find a cure for cancer"). 

The Really Scary Bit 

But still they talk about the “normal” 
genome, point to "faulty.!’ genes, and. offer 
"solutions” based on reducing diversity and 
eliminating disabled people. Sure, people born 
with impairments don’t have an easy life: in- 
accessible public transport, fewer facilities, job 


/ 



discrimination, social prejudice. Those are all 
problems we can do something about. The 
only “problem” identified by medical .genetics 
is the disabled people themselves, 



The Un-Comfortable Bit 

So how to respond to the “we’re just 

helping parents have healthy babies" facade. 

There are about four possible responses: 

1 ) We can hide behind fundamentalism. 

It's much easier to be against pre-natal 
screening if you’re against all abortion per 
se. It’s a simplistic response. It's also ab- 
horrent to most of us. 

2) We can run away from confronting the 
geneticists. GM foods are so much easier 
to campaign against. Trouble is, we’ll be 
at the bottom of the eugenics slippery 
slope before we know it. 

3) We can try to respond on their own 
terms. We can complain about some 
of the more overtly eugenic scientists, 
but avoid challenging the underlying as- 
sumptions. We’ll probably lose (but if you 
want to give it a go, try the ‘Frequently 
Asked Questions’ below). 

4) Or we can try to challenge their assump- 
tions about public health care, parental 
choice, normality. . . . And we’ve got a se- 
cret weapon too: the alternatives. .Fund- 
ing limitations mean that they are, and 
will be, in direct opposition with the- new 
genetics. (See ‘Alternatives’ box.) 


frequently Asked Questions 


Aren't you just anti-science? 

We’re against bad science, that over- 
simplifies genetics and ignores other fac- 
tors in disease Science should not be 
treated like a God, untouchable and ex- 
empt from ethical debate, 

Aren’t you scare-mongering? 

New genetics developments encourage 
people to think about “improving” desir- 
able characteristics and avoiding “abnor- 
malities.” As the technology improves, 
the dangers of this leading to eugenics in- 
crease. 

What harm does gene therapy do anyone? 

Gene therapy fie curing a living person by 
altering or treating their genes) does not 
work. It never has. This is about screen- 
ing and eliminating, not curing. 

Don't you want to help sick people? 

Sickness is caused by many factors, but 
especially social and environmental degra- 
dation. Pouring money into genetics di- 
verts resources and attention from better 
cures, and creates false expectations. 

Are you against parental choice? 

It should be an informed choice, made 
against the background of a. society that 
will care for those with impairments and 
offer the correct support to parents. Par- 
ents want healthy babies: most pre-natal 
screening offers anxieties, false hopes (it’s 
not exact or complete) and, if a "prob- 
lem" is. diagnosed, directive counselling. 


Alternatives: 

Health issues are complex and multifacto- 
rial. We would improve public health far 

more successfully by concentrating on the 

basics: 

> good quality housing, increased welfare 
. benefits, better nutrition 

i> less pollution,, cleaner air, healthier cities 

> more, active lifestyles, less road transport 

> reducihg social and health inequalities 

And as treatments for disabilities? 

• Non-western and holistic medicines and 
therapies have delivered symptomatic 

■ relief to many, despite lack of funding, 

• We should be educating society (our- 
selves) to accept and integrate disabled 
people, not trying to eliminate them. 

• Most impairments are not related to 
genetic diseases. All the new genetics 
offers is increased social stighna and di- 
version of money (and skills). 

t , . 


Nipping it in the bud 

And if we don’t challenge the new medical 
genetics, and its hold on the public purse (and 
on university science courses), it’s not long 
before the promise of ‘therapy’ will become 
the reality of ‘elimination’ — before parental 
choice demands screening for the criminal/ 
stupid/ugly/gay/misfit/free-thinking gene. Let’s 
nip this one in the bud — because that’s ex- 
actly what they plan to do with anyone that 
society happens to be unable or unwilling to 
cope with. 

For a start, come to the National Genetix 
Action in Newcastle upon Tyne, 27th May 


Resources & Contacts: 

Women's Environmental Network: 87 Worship Street, London, EC2A 2BE* ’phone 020 7247 
3327, email wenuk@gn.apc.org 

The Corner House: PO Box 3137, Station Road, Sturminster Newton, Dorset, DTIO IYJ, -’phone 
01258 473 795, email cornerhouse@gn.apc.org, website http://www.icaap.org/Cornerhouse/ 
^(includes text of an excellent briefing, "If cloning is the answer, what was the question?") 

GeneNo. PO Box ITA, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE99 ITA, website http ://www.sandyford, techie. 
org.uk/genenol.htm) (including booklet on the International Centre for Life in Newcastle) 

GenEthics News: PO Box 6313, London, NT 6 ODY website http://ourworld.compuserve.com/ 
homepages/genethicsnews/ (regular newsletter and good links from the website, and apofs for 
stealing the cartoons) 





know what is going on direct action wise in their area The Propaganda section lists non- ! publications which we think are worth reading 
international Contacts are entry points into that country's own network of groups Other Contacts are ones whose aims and principles we agree with fulfy or in part, or 
groups that we think may be of use or interest to people For groups web addr esses visit http .//www snet co uk/ef/ New additions and alterations are shown In bo ld. 


ACTION 

GROUPS 


Oldham EF! 

PO Box 127 
OLDHAM 

OL4 3FE 

O&ford Communty Action 
BoxE. 


Bath EFt 

c/o PO Box 426, Bath 
Somerset BA1 2ZD 


Bristol EFI 
c/o Box 51 
Greenteaf Bookshop 
82 Colston Street 
Bristol BS1 5BB 
0117 939 3093 
Cambridge EF! 

Box E, 12 Mill Road 


Cheltenham EFI 
16 Portland Street 
Cheltenham 
Gbucs GL52 2PB 


Exeter Environ. 
Network 
PO Box 185 
Exeter EX4 4EW 
Guildford EFI 
PO Box 217 
Guildford GUI 1WS 
fax 01483 203212 
Gwynedd & Mon EFI 
The Greenhouse 
1 Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd 
LL57 1AX 
01248 355821 
afu01b@bangor.ac. uk 
Hull Oo Earth 
c/o PO Box 43 
HuM HU1 1A A 
Irwell ValieyEF! 

C/o Manchester EF! 
rvef@flcmafDde.lfM 


Leeds EFt, c/o CRC, 
16 Sholebroke 
Avenue 

Leeds LS7 3HB 
0113 262 9365 
leedsef@ukf net 

Liverpool EF! 

96 Bold Street 
Liverpool LI 4HY 
liverpoolef@hotmail c 
am 

LuneAC (Lancaster) 
01524 593878 
!une ac@joymaH. com 

Manchester EF! 

Dept 29 

255 Wilmslow Road 
Manchester M14 
5LW 

0161 226 6814 


111 Magdalen Rd 
OXFORD OX4 IRQ 
Reclaim the Streets 
PO Box 9656, London 
N4 4JY 0171 281 4621 
http-J/w aw. gn.apc.orgf 
rtaf 


Reading Roadbusters 
R.I.S. Centre 
35-39 London Street 
Reading 

Berkshire RG1 4PS 
0118 954 6430 
roadbusters@dam nef 
Sheffield E.F! 
co/ Brambles Resource 
Centre, 82 Andover st, 
Sheffield, S3 9EH. 

0114 2797164 
Jimlhackery@yahoo.co. u 
k 


South Devon EF! 

See Totnes Genetics 
Group 


Swansea People EF! 
c/o Green Action 
Swansea Uni SU 
Swansea, W ales 


yahoo.co.uk 


TAPP (Tyneside Action 
for People & Planet) 
POBox ITA 
Newcastle NE991TA 


Warwick EFI 
c/o Green Society 
Warwick Uni SU 
Coventry CV4 7AL 
suuad@ 

csv. wanMCk.ac.uk 


Wildfire Collective 
PO Box 3249 
BnghtonBNI 4SN 

Wolves Eco Action 
c/o Wolves Hunt Sabs 
Wolves Uni SU 
Wuifruna Street 
Wolverhampton 
WV1 1LY 


Spirit of Freedom 
( Earth Lib. Prisoners ) 
c/o Leeds EF! 
earthti>prisoner@ 
hotmail.com 


Aufheben 
Brighton & Hove 
Unemployed Workers' 
Centre, 4 Crest way 
Parade, Hollingdean 
Brighton BN1 7BL 
aufheben99@ 

yahoo.co.uk 

Corporate Watch 
16b Cherwell St, 
Oxford OX4 1BG 
01865 791391 mail 
@corpora tewat ch. org 


PROPAGANDA 


Counter Information 
c/o Transmission 
28 Kings Street 
Glasgow G1 5QP 
Door Die 
c/o Prior House, 

6 TilbuTy Place, 
Brighton BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo co uk 

FINs - for a full list of 
free information 
networks & more, send 
SAE to: London FIN 
c/o 99 Tom mo Avenue 
London NW5 2RX 
Green Anarchist 
BCM 1715 
London WC1N3XX 


f-Contact video network 
76 Mina Road, Bristol 
BS2 9TX, 

0117 914 0188 
h contact® 
videonetwork.org 
The Loombreaker 
C/o Manchester EFI 
Peace News 
5 Caledonian Road 
L ondon N1 9PY 
RadiX-europe wide DA 
video tending library 
c/o Projektvsterkstatt 
Gostenhefer Hauptstr 50 
D-90443 NOemberg 
Germany 

+49(0)911 2875880 
Rad0(@ 

p athfinderma M com 
West Country Activist 
c/aPO Box 478 
Taunton TA2 7YR 
wca@conk.com 

Undercurrents 
16b Cherwell St, Oxford, 
OX4 1BG 01865 203662 
underc@gn.apc.org 


hs@griapcqrg 

Reclaim the Valleys 
Cambridge GB1 2AD c/o Swansea 

Environment Centre 
Pier Street 
Swansea SA1 1RY 


sarve.co.uk South Wales Actvism 

LEAF Network (SWAN) 

Box Z, 13 Biddulph St. PO Box 70, Newport, 
Leicester LE2 1BH NP1 OYD swangroup® 

0116 210 9652 


mancef@nematode 

freeserve.co.uk 

Mid-Somerset EF! 

PO Box 23, 5 High St. 
Glastonbury, 
Somerset BA6 9PU 


Norwich Direct Action 
Forum PO Box 487 
Norwich NR2 3AL 
07931 308091 
Directactionforum @ 
egroups.com 


/Mottingham EF! 
fc/o the Rainbow Ctr 
it 82 Mansfield Road 
Nottingham NG1 
3HW 

0115 958 5666 


York EFI 
c/o York LEAF 



Activists’ Legal Project 
16b Cherwell Street 
Oxford OX4 1BG 
01865243772 
activistsfegaf@gn ape or 
Q 


Anarchist Teapot 
Mobile Kitchen, Box B 
Public House Bookshop 
21 Little Preston Street 
Brighton BN1 2 HQ 


CONTACTS 


Advisory Service for 
Squatters 
2 Saint Pauls Road 
London N1 2QN 
0171 359 8814 
advice® 

squat ffeeserve co. uk 
ALF Supporters Group 
BCM Box 1160 
London WC1N3XX 
1 00302161 6@ 
compuserve.com 
Anarchist Federation 
c/o 84b Whitechapel 
High Street 
London El 7QX 
Acf@bum ucsd.edu 
http: www. afed.org. uk 


Blatant Increment 
Project (outreach & 
small group support) 


c/o Mane. EFI 


doin&@nematode 

freeserve.co.uk 


Anti-Fascist Action 
BM Box 1734 
London WC1N3XX 
Anti-Quarry Action 
(AQUA) 

Kimberly Mill Park 
King's Steignton 
TQ12 3NR 
01626 363844 
CAGE (against prison 
building) 

07931 401 962 


Chiapas Link 
Box 79. 82 Colston 
Street. Bristol 
chiapaslink@yahoo.com 


Osabled Action Network 
13 Crawley Road 
wood Green, London 
N226AN 0181 869136 1 
!ecof aeries! 

c/o Leeds EFI 

DELTA - 

Box Z, 13 Biddulph St, 
Leicester LE2 1BH 
0116 210 9652 
lynx@gn.apc org 

WWW. onewor1d.org/ deft 


Forest Action Network 
(as for Norfolk EFI) 
01603 611953 
fanvk@envirolink. org 

Genetic Engineering 
Network (GEN) 

(as for RTS) 

0181 374 9516 
geneticsQgn ape, org 

GenetiX Snowball 
( open crop removal ) 
One World Centre 
6 Mount Street 
Manchester M2 5NS 
0161 834 0295 
genetixsnowbatl @ 

onet co uk 

Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty Campaign, PO 
Bo k 381, Cheltenham, 
Gbs. GL50 1YN 
0121 632 6460 
Hunt Saboteurs Assoc 
POBox 2786 
Brighton BN2 2AX 
01273 622827 
hsa@gn.apc.org 
Industrial Workers 
of the World 
75 Humberstone Gate 
Lei cester LEI 1WB 
The Land is Ours 
( see Oxford EF! ) 

01865 432920 
offce@JMo demonco u k 

Legal Defence & 
Monitoring Group 
feM Haven 
London WC1N3XX 
0181 5337116 


Making Waves 
PO Box 1377, Sheffield 
S36 4BZ 01226 764279 
pp3mo@aolcom 


London GreenPeace & 
McLibel Support 
Campaign 
5 Caledonian Road 
London N1 9DX 
0171 713 1260 
mfb@mcspotMght .o rg 
No Opencast 
190 Shepherds Bush Rd 
London W6 7NL 
0171 603 1831 


The Rational Trust, 
(Wilts, greenftelds) 
c/o 21 Beaulieu Close, 
Swindon, SN5 8AQ 
0788 0592370/ 

0836 743581 

Sehnews 

PO Box 2600, Brighton. 
E. Sussex BN2 2DX 

01273 685913 

Solidarity Federation 
PO VBox 29, SW PDO, 
Manchester, M15 5HW 
0161 232 7889 
Subvertise! 
c/o Box E 

111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford 
OX4 IRQ 
sub$@vernifyi- 
way.co.uk 

Third Battle of Newbury 
POBox 5642 
Newbury RG14 5WG 
07000 785 201 


Trident Ploughshares 
2000 ( anti-nuke direct 
disarmament ) 

01324 880744 
www. gn ape . org/tp200Q/ 


Totnes Genetics Group 
PO Box 77, Totnes 
Devon TQ95ZJ 
01803840098 


URGENT (greenfield 
housing network) 

Box HN, 16b Cherwell 
St, Oxford, OX4 1BG 
01865 794 800 
mfo@urgent.org.uk 


( alternative weekends ) 
33 Heron Road 
Bristol BS5 0LT 
0117 939 3746 

Avon Ring Road Protest 
Camp 

c/o 84 Colston Street 
Bristol BS1 5BB 
0797 999 0389 

Birmingham Northern 
Relief Road 
07931 161 761 


Faslane Peace Camp 
Shandon. Helensburgh 
Dunbartonshire 
Scotland G84 8HT 
01436 820 901 


Friends of Lyminge 
Forest 

do 3 Abbott Road 
Folkstone, Kent CT20 
1NG 01303 257046/ 
07803 1738 
me/fin@envirolink. org 


Golden Cross Road 
Camp (nr. Southend) 
07833191951 


9 Ladies Anti Quarry 
Camp 

Lees Cross, Lees Road 
Stanton Lees, Matlock, 
Derbyshire 

HttpY/pages. zoom . co. uk 
/-ninefadies/ 


Park Nook Camp c/o 
Liverpool EF! 
0403176279 

Press mennan Woods 
Camp do 7 Pitcox, 
Dunbar, EH42 IRQ 
01368 850630 


Sellafteld Women’s 
Peace Camp 
(bi-monthly) Box Z 
( see Leeds EF! ) 

0113 262 1534 
56a infoehop 
56 Crampton Street 
London SE17 3AE 
Open 2-8pm Thurs & Fri 

Autonomous Centre of 
Edinburgh 

17 West Montgomery 
Place, Edinburgh EH7 
5HA 0131 557 6242 

1otNan@bum.ucsd. ed 
u 


Citizen Smith 
Old Community Centre 
161 College Road 
KensaJ Green, London 
NW10 3PH 
07931 980534 
citizensmithuk® 
hotmail.com 


Kebeie Community Ctr 
14 Robertson Road 
EastvMIe 
Bristol BS5 6JY 
0117 939 9469 


Worthing Anarchist 
Teapot 

PO box 4144, Worthing 
West Sussex BN14 7NZ 
teapot@wortNng. eery 
action org 


INTERNATIONAL 


An Talamh Glas 
4 Ash grave, Seacrest 
Knocknacarra. Eire 
roberta@indigoie 

A SEED Europe 
POBox 92066, 1090 AB 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
+31-20 6682236 
aseedeur@antenna. n! 

Autonomous Green 
Action, POB 4721, 
Station E, Ottawa 
Ontario K1S 5H9 
Canada 

soy@jgs.net 

Action For Social 
Ecology 

Box 34089, 10026 
Stockholm, Sweden 
ekdogisten@usa net 

Australian EFI AU 
eLau@hotmatl co™ 

Car Busters 
Kratka 26, 100 00 
Praha 10, Czech Rep. 
♦(420)2781 0849 
carbusters® 
wanedoo.1t 


thirdbattle @hotmai1.com A-Spire( see Leeds EF! ) 

a-spire@geocfties. com 
autonomous zone 


PROTEST 

CAMPS 


Aldermaston Women’s 
Peace Camp 


kebeie@marsbard. 

II in 12 Club 
Cl -23 Albion Street 

Bradford, bdi 2ly 

01274 734160 


Coast Mountains EF! 
1472 Commercial Drive 
Box 128, Vancouver 
V5L3X9 Canada 
♦1 604 708 9660 

Czech Republic EFI 
Zeme predevsim! 

PO Box 237, 16041 
Prague 6, Czech Rep. 
zemepredevsim@ecn c? 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415, Eugene OR 
97440 USA 
+1-541-344 8004 
earthfirst@igc. apc.org 

Eoodefence! 

Moskovsky prospekt 
120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
, Russia 

ecodefence@gias ape. o 

5 

Finland EFI 
ViMnkatu 17 AS 17 
33610 Tampere 61 
Finland 

ransu@scrfi 


FIN 

Umwettprojektwerkstatt 
Yorckstrasse 59 HH 
10965 Berlin, Germany 
+49 (0) 30 78913144 
umprowe® 
jpbeMn.berHnet.de 

Groene Front!, 

Postbus 85069, 3058 
AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
groenfr@ddsnl 

Green Action Israel 
PO Box 4611, Tel- Aviv 
Zip Code 61046 Israel 
+972 (0) 3 516 2349 

People’s Global Action 
( against WTO and 
neoliberalism ) 

+4122 344 4731 
info@agp.org 

Pobal An Dulra 
242 Sunset Drive 
Cartron Point, Sligo 
Eire +353 71 44348 

Poland EF! 

Box 40, 43-304 
feieteko-Biala 4 Poland 
■+48-33 183153 
wapienica@ 
pnrwi. most org p 
I 

R a Iribow Kee per s 
P.O.Box 52, 
Kasimov 391330, 
Russia 

+ 7 09131 4 15 
14 

www. chat. ru?* w tw 
2000 





Bastille Day 

On J 4th July 1789, Ihe people 
of Pans stormed the Bastille. 

On July ] 4th 2090 divers? and 
independent groups will unite, 
taking action, against prisons 
and the companies beltiud 
them. 

Now is an important time, 
private companies are building 
and running prisons for profit, 
allowing more. prisons to be 
built and creating a huge 
industry tliat protects, the 
powerful and the rich. 

Security Companies like 
Group4, Wakcnhui and 
Correction Corporation of 
America, construction firms 
such as Kvaemer and Caifilion 
and even Itotel corporations 
like Sodexho are fighting for 
contracts to build and run 
prisons Hundreds of others 
from Microsoft to The 
Ecologist magazine are 
queuing up to exploit cheap 
prison workers. 

Prison populations are 
growing, but so is our 
resistance. There are groups 
fighting on a whole range of 
prison, policing and asylum 
issues. Here is an opportunity 
to bring our struggles together. 
Around Bastille Day "CAGE" 
will be organising an 
occupation of a space related to 
the prison industry. They aim 1 
to transform it into a place j 
where resistance can grow and 
groups of people can meet, 
discuss ideas, plot and scheme 
and promote their campaigns, j 
They also aim to build on 
Bastille Day to create a broad 
network of groups resisting the 
prison iiidustry. 

CAGE is a network set up to 
support and create resistance to 
prisons. They organise without 
leaders to take direct action 
against prison building, 
e-mail: 

prisrai@narehy.fsnet.co.uk 
Bastille Day discussion list: 
bastilleday@narchy.fsnet.co,uk 
post: CAGE c/o PO Box £18, 
Oxford, 0X3 1KH, England 
tel: 0793i.40,f' 962 web: 
www. veggies .prg.uk/cage 


Action Diary 


APRIL 

30 6pm Southbank, Critical Mass. 

2pm Highbury Fields, Class of 5000 event 
against the Terrorism BiU. Contact 0161 
2266814, 

May 

1 MAYDAY International Workers 3 Day, 
events in Norwich, Brighton, Bristol, 
Sheffield; Manchester, Southampton & 
London ; 

1 lam Parliament Square, Guerrilla Gardening. 
1 lam Bond Street Tube, solidarity action for 
framed Italian revolutionaries. 
http://www.fr eespeech.org/mayday2k 
Glasgow: 

Mayday 2000. Festival of Ideas, Action, 
Celebration. Http:// www.mayfirstTsnet.co.uk 
4 NVDA at British Aerospace AGM, QE II 
Centre, London. Contact CAAT 020 7281 
0297. 

6 End the Prohibition of Cannabis, 

Worldwide & London : Ibm march from 
Kennington Park 

Cannabis Carmval 2pm Brockwell Park, 
Brixton Contact 0171 637 7467 
may2000@schrnoo.co.uk 
6 Day <fc night for the People of Iraq, London, 
Contact 0207 872545 1 or 01865 243232. 

10 Beagle BarkJn outside British Heart 
Foundation HQ, London. Contact 0181 870 
3996. 

12-17 Hope & Resistance Gathering on Non- 
violence, Oxford. rowantiIly@gn.apc.org 
13 Faslane Carnival - have fun and help stop 
Trident Contact 01414231222/ 0132 
4880744. 

13 International day of action for Mumia Abu 
Jamal Contact *020 7538 5821 
18 t 25 Aldermaston TP2000 camp. Contact 
01324 880744 22 Blockade Aldermaston, 

6am. 01601493091/01865 
725991/07967819514 _ 

20 National Demo at Huntingdon 
Life Sciences vivisection labs, 

Cambridgeshire. Contact 0121 
632 6460, 

26-29 Women Speak Out weekend gathering, 
London. Contact 0181 374 9885, 

27 National Day of Action against British 
Heart Foundation. Contact 0181 870 3966. 

27 Reclaim Life action at 
opening of International Centre 
for Life, Newcastle. Contact 0797 
479 1841. 

27 EFIAU weekend for past and 
present editors. Contact AU 
-mobile. 


JUNE 

3 Mass Moon at Buckingham Palace, 3pm 

mpveagainstmon@hotmail.com 

7-11 Earth First? Summer Gathering, N. Wales 

summer gathering @yahoo.cQ,uk 

30 July 2 Big Blether 2. Scottish Direct 

Action/eCo-campaigmng gathering. Contact 

0131 557 6242. 


JULY 

14 Bastille Day Action, CAGE. Contact 
07931 401962 

15 Protest Naked at New Scotland Yard, 2pm. 
The Freedom to be Yourself, 208 Foleshill 
Rd, Coventry, CV1 4JH. 

AUGUST 

1 Faslane/Coulport Blockade. Contact 01324 
880744. 


Regular Events 


Continuous, Faslane: Peace Camp, Shandon, Helensburgh, 
Dunbartonshire, Scotland G84 8NT; 01436-820901. 

Every Monday, London, 5.30-7pm: vigil outside the 
Foreign Office, Whitehall (comer of King Charles SL SW1) 
calling for the lifting of economic sanctions against Iraq. 
The vigil has been held for 814 years. Grg. ARROW. Tel. 
David, 0171-607 2302. 

Every Tuesday, Birmingham, 4 T 30*6pm: vigil on Victoria 
St for lifting of sanctions against Iraq. Info; 0121-523 QQ36. 
Every Wednesday, Cvventry s ;5r7pnj; vigil for. lifting of 
sanctions against Iraq, at Bdgra^Theafag, 01203^663031. 

Every Wednesday, Manchester, 12.30-Ipm: vigil forlifting .. 
of Iraqi sanctions; in St Peter's Square. Qrg: Salford CND, 
01942-894862. 

Every Friday, London/ 8pm; Loudon Anarchist 'Forum 
meeting a£: Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square WC1. Info; 

Peter, 0181-847 0203. ; ; 

Every Saturday, London. noon-2pm: vigil for the release of 
Vanunu, Kensington High St, opposite the end of Palace 
Green W5, near ;the Israeli Embassy. (Tube: Kensington 
High St) Held for over 8 years. Details: Campaign to Free 
Vanunu, 0171-378 9324. 

Every Saturday, Cambridge, noon-L30pra: vigil against 
Iraqi sanctions outside GuildbaE in Market Plact Contact; 

Janet, 01954-719644. 

1st Sat ev. 2 a4 month, Menwith Hill, 2pm: Quaker ratg for 
worship. Info Anni, 01943-466405 

2** full weekend each month, Aldermaston: Women’s 
Peace Camp atFaldtifa.Gafe -Info, 01 17-939 3746. 

2“* Sunday every month, Mblesworth, afternoon: 
Molesworth Gardeners. Info; Ti-Pi, 6 Warden Hill Close, 
Luton, Beds. LU2 7AQ 

3 t4 weekend each mouth,- Men with Hili; weekend 
gathering. Fri pm-3un noon. Info: 01943^66825. 

Last Saturday of each month, Campsfield, noon2pm: 
demo, outside refugee detention centre, Oxfordshire Tel 

01 865-558145/726804/722357. 

Last full weekend every other month, Seiiaftdd: women's 
peace camp. Info Tracy: 01 13-262 1534. 




Blackout Camps field 

On Saturday 25th Marsh, people took 
down the main electric supply cables at 
Campsfield Detention Centre, 
Kidlington near Oxford. The aim was 
to cause major inconvenience to the 
nuining of the private detention centre. 
. Safety precautions were taken because 
ofthe very hi^h voltage involved and 
no injuries resulted 
Unfortunately the cables refused to 
snap, despite the pole holding them up 
being destroyed. The lights didn't go 
out diring the action, but the electricity 
supply will have to be shut off to 
enable the thousand's of pounds of 
damage to be repaired. 

Campsfield House holds around 200 
men, most of whom are political 
refuge^ It i S ijjn fct prbfit, as 'a high 
security prison, by Group 4, on bdtalf 
of the immigration Service. People are 
being held without charge, without 
time limit, without proper reasons 
given and without decent access to 
legal representation An Amnesty 
International report says that these are 
*breabhes of internationally recognised 
human rights. 

Wiser Monkeys in Sheffield 

; A new squat community centre, 
Wiser Monkeys, has opened in 
Sheffield. The squat is part'bf the 
run up to the Sheffield mayday 
celebrations . . The opening parity 
was a rip roaring success, and the 
plan is to be open for at least three 
weeks, with die Sheffield mayday 


Close Down Huntingdon Life 
Stiences 

On World Day for Lab Animals (22 
April). around 2000 people, dressed in 
blade from head to foot and wearing 
skull masks, went to Huntingdon Life 
Sciences vivisection labs in 
Cambridgeshire. After drumming, 
music and emotional speeches, some 
people out through the fence around the 
lab with bolt croppers, and around 150 
people surged inside. A second fence 
of razor wire was crushed to die 
ground, and a makeshift bridge over a 
large ditch was constructed using an 
old gate. Once inside the grounds, 
some people got in with the animals, 
while others managed to get into the 
labs where workers we shaken up by 
comingfbce to fbee with 
dent oast raters Two people scaled the 
roof of die building. Police seemed to 
be fairly laid-back, and when they 
realised what was happening they just 
pushed people back out of the hole 
they had coine through, with few 
arrests. The crowd then blocked the 
Al, bringing traffic to a standstill, and 
also blocked the A14 roundabout. At a 
BP petrol station 7 windows of a 
McDonalds were smashed, with staff 
later saying they were unable to 
identify who did it because of the 
masks. Later on, the house of two 
Huntingdon workers, who have said 
publicly that they’re proud of what 
they do for a living, was visited by a 
group of about 20 people. More info 
from Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(see Contacts) 


Stop the Rubbish Rat 

Residents of Gartocher Terrace in 
Glasgowaro running a direct action 
campaign to Stop William ‘Rubbish 
Rat’ Combe moving his 1 Waste 
disposal business into the quiet 
street. Residents, including 
children, and supporters staged a sit 
in at freemason Combe’s chief 
allies H.Q - the local police station, 
More recently. Combe’s skip lorries 
were stopped from entering the 
street for 2 days by an ingenious 
blockade which included a pallet 
loaded with bricks suspended above 
die road, and a community caravan 
which has been bought by the 
residents. 

At the aid of March, die ‘Rubbish 
Rat’ brought a skip lorry smelling 
like the sewers down the street. A 
resident went out to video as 
Glasgow City Council had said this 
was the only evidence they’d 
accept. Police grabbed and 
confiscated the camera, arrested the 
resident for ‘taking unwanted 
photographs,’ and then held him for 
24 hours, escorting the skip 
through. Later that day, 7 children 
in the street contracted 
gastroenteritis and one was 
hospitalised. On April 6 lt , two 
supporters from Faslane Peace 
Camp were arrested after one tried 
to defend himself from being hit by 
Combe. Local police have proved 


festivities happening at the end of 
the second week. For those visiting \ 
the address is 140 & 148 
Devonshire Street, Sheffield. 
jimtiitidrefy@yahoo.co.uk or phone 
|the squat on 01 14 281 2814 


■ Contact us at : EF!AU, P.O.Box. 1TA, 
NewcasUe-Upon-Tyne : NE99 1.TA ’ 
0797 4791841 <actiormpdate@gn.apc. org> 
www,ecf)'action,org/efau 
Subscribe to email edition for free. 

( When sending Us articles, please enter 
‘article’ in the subject line. ) 


StMc^ETOiraWACTrof? 


again to be me best police money 
cat buy. Since this incident, Combe 
has brought no more full skips 
through, but may do so at any time. 
Help is ntieded and there is plenty 
to do, from blockading, to demos, 
to researching links between Combe 
and the council. Tel: 07979 836 223. 


Name; 


Address: 



I , Freni EF! AU. - Subscriptions cpst a minimum of £5 for 12 issues. Send tporeif you can *! 

S PC) Box 1TA, Newcastle afford it so. we can give free subscriptions to prisoners, etc. Cheques n 

1 NE99 ITA, England payable to Earth First! Action Update. Remember security; false names g 

i anti a collector c/o address are advised. J 

1 

L *® tic*®** then your subscription bas run out - Please renew it NOW! 


Garden ers love a challenge. J 



